Vietnam
October 24-November 16, 2023
Bar-bellied Pitta

Few places in the world are as etched into the American psyche as Vietnam. The protracted
war of the 1970's that dominated American media, spawned massive anti-war protests and
demonstrations, devastated the economies of both countries and cost the lives of nearly
60,000 Americans and over 2 million Vietnamese continues to cast a dark shadow over the
history of both nations and is impossible to ignore when attempting to interpret current
relations between them. Despite this inescapable past littered with atrocities and
unimaginable suffering, today Vietnam is a country at peace that is politically stable,
economically viable and warmly open to western tourism. It is also one of the richest
ornithological destinations in all of Southeast Asia with many endemic and near endemic
species available to birdwatchers. Though the violence that persisted throughout Viet Nam
through much of the 1980's destroyed much of the country's native wildlife and led to
massive conversion of natural habitats to agricultural land, there remain many excellent
national parks and protected reserves where one can find some of Southeast Asia's rarest
and most sought after birds. Our three weeks in Vietnam will allow us time to cover the
entirety of Viet Nam beginning in Hanoi in the north and ending in Ho Chi Minh City
(formerly Saigon) in the south. Along the way we will visit some of Vietnam's most famous
and iconic wildlife parks including Cuc Phong NP, the country's first established wildlife
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reserve, where a decent paved road will allow us access to the park's interior where many
its rarest birds are found. From Cuc Phong we will gradually work our way south
eventually ending up in Ho Chi Minh City where the tour will end. Along the way we will
visit Phong Nha-Ke Bang National Park, Bach Ma National Park, Ngoc Linh, Mang Den,
Yok Don National Park and Dalat, finally concluding with three full days at Cat Tien
National Park. In an attempt to minimize costs while also covering all of Vietnam's best
birding sites we will drive from venue to venue rather than fly. Though this will take longer
it will also give participants a better window into Vietnamese rural culture and custom and
a chance for more interaction with local people. Also, because the tour is long and there
will be a good deal of travel involved, we have minimized the number of one night stays
(there will be just two) so that people will have a bit more time to relax and unwind when
we reach a destination. That said, obviously this is a tour that will have many long travel
days and participants should be prepared to deal with early starts, long days and some
long drives. The reward will be a chance to see some of Southeast Asia's rarest and most
range restricted birds and mammals and gain new insights into this country that is so
familiar to most Americans, yet also so poorly understood. Please consider joining us in
2023 as we attempt to lift the veil from Vietnam and attempt to gain a deeper
understanding of its birds, people and history.

Cat Tien NP

Spotted Wren
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DAILY ITINERARY
October 24-25, Days 1-2: Travel to Hanoi
You will need to leave the US on October 24 in order to arrive in Hanoi by mid-day on October 26 to start
the tour. Day 2 will be lost as we cross the International Date Line on our long flights to Vietnam. Note that
this day will be regained at the end of the tour when participants return to the US.

October 26, Day 3: Arrival in Hanoi
Upon arrival at Hanoi’s Noi Bai International Airport you will be transferred to our hotel. There you will have
the option of resting for the remainder of the day, a good idea after the long trans-Pacific flight. However for
those who wish, there will be an opportunity for a city tour of Hanoi, a lovely Asian capital with many
temples, lakes and tree-lined boulevards. Night in Hanoi.

October 27-29, Days 4-6: Van Long Nature Reserve & Cuc Phuong NP
After breakfast we will leave Hanoi and drive about 3 hours south to Cuc Phuong NP, the first national park
that was established in Vietnam. Before reaching the park we'll stop at Van Long Nature Reserve, a wetland
complex an hour south of Hanoi. Here local boatmen will paddle us through the flooded rice fields in a
sampan, a great introduction to Vietnam's more common wetland birds as well as a chance to see
Delacour's Langur, one of Southeast Asia's most endangered primates. Farther south, the habitat at Cuc
Phuong consists of hilly limestone outcrops covered with primary evergreen rainforest. The park's main
road is in surprisingly good condition and allows visitors to access the reserve's interior portions where
some of the best birding is available. With almost 3 full days to explore the area we will have a chance to
find many of the park's specialty birds including Pied Falconet, Bar-bellied, Blue-rumped & Eared pittas,
Silver-breasted Broadbill, Green-eared Barbet, White-winged Magpie, White-tailed Flycatcher, Fujian
Niltava, Rufous-throated Fulvetta, Asian Stubtail, Indochinese Green-Magpie, Brown Hornbill, Red-headed
Trogon and the recently described Limestone Leaf Warbler. Nights in Cuc Phuong NP.

Indochinese Green-Magpie
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DAILY ITINERARY (CONT)
October 30-31, Days 7-8, Phong Nha-Ke Bang NP
After a final breakfast at Cuc Phuong we will make a long drive south to Phong Nha-Ke Bang NP.
The drive will take most of the day and will primarily follow the coast of the South China Sea.
Though it will be a long drive we will try to break it up with some roadside birding and stretch breaks.
The goal will be to reach our lodge in the park by late afternoon. After a delicious Vietnamese dinner
and a good night of rest, we will have an entire day to bird the park which is one of the world's most
outstanding limestone karst ecosystems. Phong Nha-Ke Bang is quite unique geologically with
many limestone caves, underground rivers and outcrops covered mostly by dense tropical forest
and savanna. Here we will have a chance to catch up with some of the specialty birds we may have
missed at Cuc Phuong, and also to find other range restricted species like the Sooty Babbler, an
indochinese endemic that favors karst forests and is probably easier to find here than at any other
site in Southeast Asia. Other excellent birds that are possible here include Ratchet-tailed Treepie,
Sultan Tit, Sooty-headed Bulbul, Black-browed and Yunnan fulvettas, Brown Shrike, Crimson
Sunbird, Necklaced Barbet, White-browed Piculet, White-bellied Erpornis, Cook's Swift, Hodgson's
Hawk-Cuckoo, Short-tailed Scimitar-Babbler, Bay Woodpecker, Scarlet Minivet, Streaked
Spiderhunter, Red Junglefowl, Green-billed Malkoha and many more. Nights at Phong Nha-Ke Bang
NP.

November 1, Day 9, Phong Nha-Ke Bang NP to Bach Ma NP
After an early breakfast we will drive south about 4 hours to Bach Ma NP which is located about an
hour north of Hue, the site of one of the bloodiest battles Americans engaged in during the Vietnam
War. Upon arrival we'll check in to our hotel and relax a bit after having lengthy drives the past 2
days. Later in the afternoon we will begin to explore Bach Ma which is situated in the Annamite
Mountains and is one of the wettest places in Vietnam. Night inside Bach Ma NP.

Banded Kingfisher
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DAILY ITINERARY (CONT)
November 2, Day 10, To Dak To
Much of Bach Ma National Park was heavily defoliated by Agent Orange during the war, but
remnant patches remain and the damaged areas continue to regenerate. We will spend most of the
morning birding here hoping to see a few of the area's specialties including Masked Laughingthrush
and the near-endemic Indochinese Wren-babbler. Other possibilities will include Collared Owlet,
Crow-billed Drongo, Black-naped Monarch, Puff-throated Bulbul, Indochinese Yuhina and Velvetfronted Nuthatch. In the early afternoon we will depart Bach Ma for the long drive south to Dak To in
Kontum Province. Overnight at Dak To.

November 3, Day 11, Ngoc Linh Mountain
Today will be a tough day that begins with a 3-hour drive over pot-holed mountain roads that will
carry us to a newly opened area of montane evergreen forest in the shadow of Mount Ngoc Linh,
the highest peak in Vietnam’s Central Highlands, where we will hope for a glimpse of the recently
discovered and very range restricted endemic Golden-winged Laughingthrush. This extremely rare
bird was only discovered in the late 1990's and has been seen by very few birders. Hopefully the
difficulty of the drive will be offset by the opportunity to see such a rare species. Other specialties of
the area that are seldom seen elsewhere in Vietnam include Ashy Wood-Pigeon, Indochinese
Fulvetta, Eye-ringed Shrike-Babbler, Black-eared Parrotbill, and Red-tailed Laughingthrush. We will
make every effort to maximize our time here and try to see as many of these Vietnamese rarities as
possible before returning to our hotel in Dak To with plans to arrive by early evening. Night at Dak
To.

Blue Pitta
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DAILY ITINERARY (CONT)
November 4-5, Days 12-13, Mang Den
After yesterday's grueling experience on rugged mountain roads, we will begin today with a leisurely
breakfast in Dak To before make the 2-hour drive to the quiet highland resort town of Mang Den.
Local Vietnamese developers once planned for the area around Mang Den to become a primary
tourist destination rivaling Dalat, a popular resort area north of Ho Chi Minh City. Despite pouring a
great deal of money into Mang Den's infrastructure, the plan never materialized and today Mang
Den remains a relatively quiet mountain village with a surprisingly modern road system. After some
of the difficult mountain roads we have traveled over the past couple of days, this will be a welcome
respite and will allow easy access to some of the area's preferred birding venues. We’ll have a day
and a half to search for the many special birds that inhabit these forests, most importantly, the
endemic Chestnut-eared Laughingthrush. Other targets here will include range-restricted birds as
Brown Hornbill, White-winged Magpie, Ratchet-tailed Treepie, Yellow-billed Nuthatch, Short-tailed
Scimitar-Babbler, and Black-hooded and White-cheeked laughingthrushes. The forests around
Mang Den are also one of the few places in the world to see the very scarce and localized Graycrowned Crocias and with a bit of luck we will be able to add this seldom encountered bird to our
tally sheet. Nights in Mang Den.

Germain's Peacock-Pheasant
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November 6, Day 14, Mang Den to Yok Don NP
Depart Mang Den after an early breakfast for the drive south to Yok Don National Park. We will plan
to arrive in time for lunch at the park canteen before setting out to explore the banks of the Srepok
River and the dry deciduous forests of Yok Don. Specialities here that are not easily seen elsewhere
in Vietnam include Fulvous-breasted, Rufous-bellied and Black-headed Woodpeckers, Alexandrine
and Blossom-headed Parakeets, White-rumped Pygmy-Falcon, Rufous Treepie and Burmese
Nuthatch. Overnight at Yok Don National Park.

November 7, Day 15, Yok Don NP to Dalat
After a bit of early morning birding at Yok Don, we will embark on the scenic drive south to Dalat, a
former French hill station located in the southernmost part of the Vietnam's Central Highlands. We'll
stop along the way for lunch and plan to arrive at our hotel in Dalat by late afternoon. The Dalat
Plateau is home to several of Vietnam’s endemic bird species as well as many distinctive local
subspecies. In the late afternoon we can begin exploring some of the exciting birding sites around
Dalat, but with three more full days here, we'll plan on an early wrap up today to allow for some rest
and relaxation at the hotel. Night in Dalat.

Vietnamese Greenfinch
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DAILY ITINERARY (CONT)
November 8-10, Days 16-18, Dalat area
With three entire days to explore Dalat and its environs, we have excellent chances to locate a
number of the rare endemics and specialties found in the region. Included in our time here will be
visits to Mount Lang Bian, a 2,169 meter peak just 20 minutes from Dalat and to the shores of Ho
Tuyen Lam, a local reservoir just outside of town. We will also plan to visit a remnant patch of forest
just outside of town with hopes of finding the recently rediscovered Gray-crowned Crocias. Trails
through these forests and the surrounding pine woodlands are few, with some being steep in parts
and potentially muddy in some sections. Rain in the highlands at this time of year is a strong
possibility, so although comfortable hiking shoes or boots should be adequate for most days, it may
be necessary to wear rubber boots or NEOS if there has been recent rain. The entire Dalat region is
a very bird-rich area with quite a few birds that we are unlikely to see anywhere else during this tour
and we will focus our efforts mainly on these species which include Dalat Shrike-Babbler,
Vietnamese Greenfinch, Orange-breasted and Collared laughingthrushes, Black-headed Parrotbill,
Vietnamese Cutia, Indochinese Cuckooshrike and Slender-billed Oriole. Nights in Dalat.

November 11, Day 19, Dalat to Cat Tien NP
After a final morning of birding at Dalat we will begin driving south along Highway 20 towards Cat
Tien NP, the final venue of our comprehensive tour in Vietnam. Cat Tien contains the largest
remaining area of lowland tropical forest in southern Vietnam and an incredible diversity of birds and
mammals and we will have three full days to delve into its riches. Overnight at Cat Tien National
Park.

November 12-14, Days 20-22, Cat Tien NP
With three days of birding at Cat Tien National Park we should have excellent chances to find many
of its avian treasures.. There are good trails starting right at the park headquarters and to reach
areas further afield such as Crocodile Lake we will travel in park jeeps. One one day we will hike
about 5 km through semi-evergreen forest hoping to find the near-endemic Germain’s Peacockpheasant and Blue-rumped & Bar-bellied Pittas. This is also a good chance to see Siamese
Fireback, a striking Asian pheasant. Other great birds possible at Cat Tien include Green-legged
Partridge, Woolly-necked Stork, Lesser Adjutant, White-bellied, Great Slaty, Pale-headed, Blackand-buff and Heart-spotted woodpeckers, three species of broadbill, Gray-faced Tit-Babbler (a
regional endemic), Violet Cuckoo, Stork-billed Kingfisher, Dollarbird, Great Iora, Purple-naped
Spiderhunter, Blue-winged Leafbird and Asian Fairy-bluebird. Cat Tien will be an amazing way to
end our journey through Vietnam as nearly 400 species of birds have been recorded there and
everyone involved will be sure to add many new species to their life lists. Nights in Cat Tien NP.
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November 15, Day 23, Cat Tien NP to Ho Chi Minh City
After a few final hours at Cat Tien NP we will drive 3 hours south to Ho Chi Minh City where we will
tally our final checklist and have a farewell dinner.

November 16, Day 24, Flights home from Ho Chi Minh City
The tour concludes today with flights home from Ho Chi Minh City (airport code SGN)

TOUR INFORMATION
Tour Size
This tour will be limited to 8 participants.

Tour Cost
The cost for this tour will be $6600 double occupancy from Hanoi. There will be a $700 single
supplement charge for anyone wishing to room alone or for whom we cannot arrange a roommate.
The price includes all lodging beginning with Day 3 in Hanoi through Day 23 in Ho Chi Minh City,
professional Vietnamese guide service throughout the tour, ground transportation in an airconditioned bus and 4WD jeep hire where necessary, all park entrance fees, meals beginning with
dinner on Day 3 through dinner on Day 23 and boat hire at Van Long Nature Reserve. It does not
include international airfare, visas, tips, alcoholic drinks, laundry or any items of a personal nature.

Tour Registration
To register for this tour, please send a signed and completed registration form to Otus asio Tours at
900 Hillsborough Road in Chapel Hill NC 27516. The deposit for this tour is $700 per person. The
deposit is payable by check; credit cards are not accepted. The balance of the tour fee is due 90
days prior to the tour departure date and final invoices will be sent in July 2023.

Cancellations & Refunds
Cancellation penalties and refunds are based on the following schedule:
90 or more days before the tour departure date (July 27, 2023 or before): 50% of the deposit will be
refunded
Less than 90 days before the departure date (July 28, 2023 or later) and after full payment has
been received, refunds will be limited to that which can be recouped from vendors, airlines and
booking agencies. This may be as little as 25% of the amount paid.
Registrants are strongly encouraged to consider purchasing trip insurance to protect them from
financial loss due to their cancellation of the tour less than 90 days prior to departure.
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Travel Insurance
Otus asio Tours strongly recommends the purchase of travel insurance to protect you against
illness, injury or any unexpected or unforeseen situation that would prevent you from participating in
a tour for which you have made deposits or payments. Most policies require that purchase be made
soon after your initial deposit. There are many reputable travel insurance vendors, but we
recommend Ripcord which can be purchased through Redpoint Travel Protection.
https://redpointtravelprotection.com/plan/ripcord/
Currently Redpoint is treating Covid related illness as it would any other illness that might prevent
someone from traveling. Further information regarding their Covid policies can be found at their
Covid FAQ page: https://redpointtravelprotection.com/covid_19_faq/

Climate
The weather during this tour will be extremely variable as we will be covering a large geographical
area. In the north and at higher elevations it will be cooler with temps possibly in the low 50's while
at lower elevations and in the south daytime temps could reach the 90's. High humidity is likely in
the southern lowland areas especially at Cat Tien NP near Ho Chi Minh City. Though the tour will
occur at the end of the rainy season in Vietnam, we could experience some rain showers especially
early on.

Clothing
Light weight field clothing and casual attire are appropriate for this tour. A couple of pairs of quick
dry lightweight pants and shirts that can be washed in the evening will help minimize your packing.
We recommend long-sleeved shirts and long pants for protection from biting insects and the sun.
Please refrain from wearing brightly colored or white clothing as it tends to frighten the birds.
Mosquitoes should not be much of an issue, since we will be visiting during the dry season, but one
should always be prepared, so be sure to pack a good supply of insect repellent as well as plenty of
sunscreen. Hiking boots or sneakers will suffice much of the time, but rubber boots might be needed
at some of our venues. This will depend upon recent rains. A comfortable pair of tennis shoes or
tevas may be desirable for areas around the hotel. Laundry service will be available at most of our
lodges.

Insects & Undesirables
Though mosquitos should not be a big issue, there will be places that we hike where land leeches
could be present. This will depend upon the amount of recent rain as these creatures are generally
dormant during dry periods. Though perhaps the idea is unpleasant, they are essentially harmless
and are best avoided by wearing rubber boots that extend to the mid-calf area. Having a pair of this
type of footwear will be advisable at any rate as they will likely come in handy somewhere along the
way due to the possibilty of muddy conditions.
Otus asio Tours LLC

otusasiotours.com

Vietnam
October 24-November 16, 2023
Tour Information (CONT)
Pace
As with most birding tours, we will have very early morning starts, sometimes with breakfast as early
as 5 AM. On some days, we will be in the field all all day and carry a picnic lunch, but on many days
we will return to our hotel for lunch and a mid-day break. In the hotter regions in the south, we will
take a break after lunch and any afternoon birding will be optional. The tour includes several lengthy
drives and generally we will do these in the afternoon when it is hotter and birds are less active.
There will be several evening excursions to look for nocturnal birds and mammals, but these will be
optional and we will always try and return to the hotel at a reasonable hour. The tour will involve a
fair amount of walking, usually 1-3 miles in morning and another 1-2 miles in afternoon. In the
lowlands the walking will be over wide roads and will be easy. In mountains the terrain may be more
difficult as it could be muddy if there have been recent rains and there may be roots, fallen branches
or other obstacles on the trail. For these areas a walking stick will be very helpful for some people.
Since we will be staying multiple days at most venues it will be very easy in most cases for someone
to opt out of a particular excursion if they are tired or would just simply prefer to spend some time
relaxing.

Entry into Vietnam
A current passport valid for six months beyond your return is necessary for US citizens to enter
Vietnam. US citizens must also obtain a tourist visa for Vietnam and application should be made
well in advance. Vietnam does now issue eVisas to foreign tourists and this is generally the easiest
way to obtain a visa. The following link provides information on eVisas for Vietnam
https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/trang-chu-ttdt

Health
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends that all travelers be up to date
on routine vaccinations. These include the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine, the diphtheriatetanus-pertussis vaccine, the varicella (chickenpox) vaccine, the polio vaccine, and your yearly flu
shot. They further recommend that most travelers have protection against Hepatitis A and Typhoid.
Please contact your doctor well in advance of your tour’s departure as some medications must be
initiated weeks before the period of possible exposure.
The most current information about travelers’ health recommendations can be found on the CDC’s
Travel Health website at https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/traveler/none/vietnam
Malaria: Malaria is present, including the chloroquine-resistant strain. Please consult your doctor or
local travel clinic for recommendations.
Yellow Fever is not required for entry.
Tap water in Vietnam is not potable and should be avoided.
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Electricity
The electrical current in Vietnam is 220V and electrical outlets are one of three standard socket
types: “A,” “C,” and “F.” The following link contains information about adapters for Vietnamese
electrical outlets. https://vietnamtravel.com/electric-plugs-used-in-vietnam/

Internet Access
Wifi will be available throughout the tour although the signal may be poor in rural areas and at the
national parks. In Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City and Dalat the service will be excellent.

Field Guides
The suggested field guide to use for this tour is:
Birds of Vietnam by Richard Craik and Lê Quy Minh published in 2018 by Lynx and Birdlife
International and available on Amazon.
Many people are beginning to use the free Merlin bird packs for reference during international tours,
but as of now there is not a Merlin bird pack available for Vietnam.

Accommodations
Accommodations throughout the tour will be in good to excellent hotels with private hot showers and
air conditioning. In Mang Den the hotel will be basic, but clean and comfortable with air conditioning
and private hot showers. At Cuc Phuong NP, we will be staying in simple but comfortable rooms or
bungalows at the park headquarters and we will request all rooms have air conditioning and private
hot water showers, though sometimes some of the rooms lack AC. This should not be an issue as it
will be cooler during this part of the tour. Bathrooms at all of our accommodations will be western
style. Overall, the lodging on this tour will be very good throughout, but participants must accept the
possibility that at some of the more remote sites they may not be as comfortable as they would like
to be. This is simply part of process of birding in less developed parts of the world.

Information
For more information on this tour contact Jan Hansen at 919-259-9423 or at
otusasiotours@gmail.com.
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